
News and Information
Date: 28th January 2022

Dear Parents/Carers

Thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome at Meare Primary School. It is a 

wonderful school with such a hardworking staff and super children. I hope to get to know 

more parents over the next few weeks. Please do not hesitate to contact me either by 

catching me on the playground or by giving me a ring. If I am not available, I will always ring 

you back.

I hope you like the new format of the newsletter. If you have any ideas or suggestions for its 

contents or ways in which we can further improve our communication, we would love to 

hear from you.

The health, safety and well-being of our children and staff remains our highest priority. 

Yesterday we had a cleaning inspection. The feedback was extremely good. Thank you to 

our cleaning team, Miss Norris and Mrs Norris and well done to them both.

Please remain cautious and vigilant regarding Covid. The numbers are still very high in 

Somerset. Currently we have one member of staff off with the virus and 6 children. All our 

mitigation strategies will remain in place until we are advised by Public Health that we are 

able to relax them. Thank you for your patience and understanding regarding this. Our 

Spring Term Parent/Carer consultations are scheduled for the 23rd and 24th March with 

the format for these being decided nearer the time depending on the Covid situation.

Mrs Sandra Leggett

Interim Headteacher

Key Dates coming up:
January 
31 Jan - Pyxis Muddy Monday

February
7 Feb - Centaurus Muddy Monday
8 Feb - Safer Internet Day
10 Feb - Circus Skills Workshop
14 Feb - Draconis Muddy Monday
14 & 15 Feb - Bikeability (Years 5 and 6)
18 Feb - Dance Workshop (Centaurus)
21-25 Feb - Half Term
28 Feb - Pegasus Muddy Monday

Please note: School Gates open at 
8.30am. All children should be in 
school no later than 8.40am. 



Centaurus are reading about a 

family who are forced to flee 

their home.  Here is the poem 

that they wrote together. It 

explores what they would want 

to take from home, if they too 

were to have to leave like so 

many others do  ...

Pic of child’s writing 
here

English at Meare 

Words of the fortnight
Each fortnight, we will 

share some 
wonderfully wondrous 
words. If your child can 

use them in their 
writing at school they 

will receive a dojo! 
Pyxis: cheese

Pegasus: beautiful
Draconis: gulped

Centaurus: 
convenience

Accelerated Reader
AR is a computer program that helps teachers to monitor 
children’s independent reading practice. Your child picks a 
book at her/his own level and reads their chosen book at 
their own pace. When finished, your child takes a short 
quiz on the computer. Passing the quiz is an indication that 
your child understood what was read. Accelerated Reader 
gives children and teachers feedback based on the quiz 
results, which the teacher then uses to help your child set 
goals and direct ongoing reading practice.

Watch this space for updates on how our community of 
readers are progressing!

Book ReviewIf you have read a great book 
recently and would like to 

share your review, please let 
us know. You can send your 

review to 
mearevillageprimary@educ.
somerset.gov.uk or bring it 

into school. Maybe your 
review will appear in the 

next newsletter.

Einstein the Penguin is the debut children’s novel for 

Iona Rangeley, brought to life with the help of the 

award-winning illustrator, David Tazzyman. A lovely mix 

of whodunnit with a slightly preposterous story of a 

penguin who comes to live with our two heroes, Imogen  

(age 9) and Arthur (age 6), causing them to put aside 

their sibling squabbles and come to his rescue. 

mailto:mearevillageprimary@educ.somerset.gov.uk
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Fluency Facts
Each fortnight, we will share some fluency facts for you to 
learn and recall with your child. If your child can recall the 

fact when asked by a teacher, they will receive a dojo.

Pyxis Parts and wholes

Recognising that parts can make a whole

2 and 3 make 5 altogether

Pegasus Different ways of making 7 and 9

Examples:

0+7 = 7, 1+6=7, …
0+9=9, 1+8=9, …

Draconis Multiplication and division are inverse 
operations

Focussing on the x3 and x4 times tables. 

Examples:
3 x 4 = 12, 4 x 3 = 12, 12 ÷ 3 = 4, 12 ÷ 4 = 3 

Centaurus Fractions, Decimals and Percentages
½ = 0.5 = 50%                             ¼ = 0.25 = 25%
¾ = 0.75 = 75%                      1/10 = 0.1 = 10%
⅕ = 0.2 = 20%

We will be 
celebrating Number 

Day on Friday 4th 
February. 

Further information 
will be posted on 

Class Dojo. 

Teacher Challenges
On Thursday 27th January , Mrs 

Stevens completed a Rock Slam. 
If there are any willing 

opponents on Times Table Rock 
Stars, please accept her 

challenge and compete against 
her by Wednesday 9th 

February.You can find where she 
has challenged you in the Rock 

Slam section of the game!

Anyone who completes the 
challenge will receive a dojo and 

anyone who beats her will 
receive 5 dojos!

Maths at Meare 

If you do not know your TT 
Rockstar or Numbots login, please 

get in touch with your Class 
Teacher who will be able to give it 

to you!

Vocabulary
This fortnights words is:

Division

Division is splitting into equal parts 
or groups. It is the result of ‘fair 

sharing’.

We use the ÷ symbol, or sometimes 
the / symbol to mean divide. 

12  ÷  3 = 4 
12 / 3 = 4 



Top Class 
 % of pupils 

playing
Highest Number of 

Coins

Biggest 
Improvement 

in Studio 
Speed

Fastest Current 
Studio Speed 

Most Improved 
(Accuracy)

Key Stage 1 Pegasus
1st Oakley

2nd Harriet
3rd Olive 

1st Oliver
2nd Amelia Rose

3rd Arlo

Key Stage 2 Draconis
1st Corey P

2nd Tyler 
3rd Oscar

1st Penelope
2nd Connie

3rd Leo

1st Corey P
2nd Tyler 
3rd Ryan 

1st Oren 
2nd Logan

3rd Eva

Current Rock Heroes: Corey Power, Ryan Dines, Tyler Jennings

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

Highest Number of Coins HIghest Number of Coins 

1st Oakley 
2nd Arlo 

3rd Henry 

1st Clara
2nd Elliot 
3rd Alfie 

TT Rockstars
&
Numbots
Leaderboards 



Phonics at Meare

‘Teach a child to read 
and keep that child 
reading and we will 
change everything.

And I mean 
everything.’

Jeanette Winterson

Read Write Inc

Research shows that 
children who learn to 
read quickly go on to 

succeed in school and in 
life. 

We are using a new 
scheme to support your 
child when learning to 

read with phonics called 
‘Read Write Inc’. 

You can find out more 
about the Read Write Inc 
programme by watching 

the video that was posted 
on Class Dojo yesterday. 

Fred can only speak in sounds. He says 
m-a-t. He helps children sound out words 

for reading and spelling. Fred Talk games are 
a fun way of using Fred Talk throughout the 

day to teach children to orally blend. All 
Fred Talk games need to follow these steps:
 1. Say the word in sounds. Ask children to 

repeat. 
2. Say the word in sounds and then the 

whole word. Ask children to repeat.

Each newsletter, we will include a 
new Fred Talk game for you to 
play at home!

Hi, I’m 
F-r-e-d



Let’s Celebrate! In our next newsletter, we will add photos 
of our wonderful Rainbow Award 

Winners and Learner’s of the Week. 

We can’t wait to see and celebrate our 
children’s fantastic efforts with you all. 



Little Starlings

Little Starlings is currently open for after school care for 
children aged between 5 and 12. This provision is currently 

running Monday-Friday 3-5pm and is £8 per child. This 
includes an activity, a fruit snack and time to play in our 

beautiful setting. Ofsted will be visiting us on Tuesday 8th 
February and so from Monday 14th February, the setting 
will be open fully and so the team will keep you posted. 

Holiday Club at Little Starlings will also be running 
throughout the February half term. If you would like to 
book a place for your child(ren) for either Holiday Club 

and/or After School Provision or have any further 
questions please contact a member of the team on 

07596918927 or email littlestarlingsmeare@outlook.com.
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